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Albany Bicycle Map

This map was produced by Linn County, the City of
Albany and the Albany Bicycle and Pedestrian
Advisory Commission.  We thank  all the individual
volunteers for their input and expertise in making this
map possible.  Proceeds from the sale of this map
will be used for future map updates.

TIPS FOR CYCLISTS
Eleva tion ab ove s e a leve l
Ave ra g e  winte r te m pe ra ture
Ave ra g e  sum m e r te m pe ra ture
Num b e r of city parks
Total acre a g e  of deve loped parkland
Total m ile s of b ike lane s
Total m ile s of m ulti use  pa ths

180-430 fe e t
40 de g re e s
80 de g re e s

34
734.5
49
9
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Bikeway Types 
 Bicycle Lanes

o On m any busy thoroug hfare s, b icyclis ts 
have the ir own trave l lane s de sig na te d as 
b ike lane s.  Bike lane s are striped and 
m arked with a b icycle sym b ol and 
directional arrows to indicate pre fe re ntial 
use by b icyclis ts.  Motor vehicle drive rs 
know whe re to expect b icycle s and 
re alize that b icycle s are an im portant part 
of traffic. 

 Multiuse Paths
o The s e b ike facilitie s, such as 
P e riwinkle P a th, are se para ted from  
the roadway and are g e ne rally m ore 
recre a tionally orie nted. The se paths are 
also used by pede s trians, jog g e rs, and 
ska te rs.  Cons e que ntly, extra caution is 
advised.  A bicyclis t should g ive an 
audib le warning  whe n pas sing  or 
ove rtaking  othe rs on a path.  Bicycle s 
m ust yie ld to pede s trians  

 Shoulder Bikeways 
o Hig hway shoulde rs with a paved width 
of four fe e t or m ore are g e ne rally 
conside red suita b le for b icycling .  
The s e are usually found on roads with 
re la tive ly hig h traffic volum e s and 
spe eds. 

 Shared Roads
o In m any are a s, b icyclis ts do not have 
dedicated trave l lane s.  In the s e 
situations, b icyclis ts and m otoris ts 
share the road.  This is com m on on 
local stre e ts and m any rural roads. 

The Law 
Laws g ove rning  b icycle use can b e found in the 
Ore g on Vehicle Code and in the Alb any 
Municipal Code.  Unde r Ore g on law, ORS 
814.400 (1)(1), all bicycle s ridde n on pub lic 
stre e ts are sub ject to the sam e rule s and 
re g ula tions as m otor vehicle s, exce pt thos e 
provisions which by the ir ve ry nature can have 
no application.  Listed b e low are the laws that 
m os t fre que ntly affect b icyclis ts and b icycling  
sa fe ty: 

 
 Always ride with and in the 
same direction as the flow of 
traffic. 
o Riding  the wrong  direction is a 
le ading  cause of b icycle 
accide nts.  It place s the 
b icyclis t in a location at 
inte rs ections that m ay b e 
ove rlooked by m otoris ts 
watching  for the norm al flow 
of traffic and e ndang e rs othe r 
ride rs. Riding  ag ains t traffic is 
ille g al. 

 Obey all traffic signs and 
signals. 

 Bicyclists must use the following 
hand signals. 
o For a le ft turn, le ft arm  
exte nded; for a rig ht turn, rig ht 
arm  exte nded or le ft arm  
cre a ting  a 90-de g re e ang le 
with the hand exte nded 
upwards. 

 Position yourself correctly at 
intersections. 
o If you are turning  le ft, sig nal 
appropria te ly, watch for 
vehicle s and m e rg e care fully 
to the ce nte r of the turn lane.  
Make your turn occupying  the 
sam e space a vehicle would. 

o If you are not turning , follow 
the trave l lane and watch for 
vehicle s that m ay b e cros sing  
your path. 

o Bicycle s m ay pas s othe r 
vehicle s on the rig ht whe n 
pas s a g e  can b e m ade safe ly.  

 Yield to pedestrians. 
o On sidewalks whe re b icycle 
riding  is allowed, you m ust 
yie ld the rig ht-of-way to 
pede s trians and g ive an 
audib le warning  b e fore 
ove rtaking  and pas sing . 

 
 

 

o You m ust slow down whe n 
approaching  or e nte ring  a cros s-walk or 
a driveway or cros sing  a curb cut or 
pede s trian ram p whe n a m otor vehicle 
is approaching  the cros swalk or 
driveway. 

 Ride as close as is safe and practical to 
the right curb, edge of the roadway or 
parked vehicles on streets without bike 
lanes. 

 Walk your bike on downtown sidewalks. 
o Alb any prohib its riding  on sidewalks 
in busine s s districts. 

o Othe r citie s m ay have m ore re s trictive 
laws. 

 Do not carry pas sengers on a bike 
unless it is designed for more than one 
rider. 
 

Ride Defensively 
 Be predictable. 
o Motoris ts ne ed to know what you are 
planning  to do, eve n in a b ike lane.  
Sig nal we ll in advance if you inte nd to 
turn or m e rg e into anothe r lane. 

 Avoid riding in driver blind spots .
o Be sure the drive r has se e n you b e fore 
m aking  a m aneuve r that puts you in 
conflict with a m otor vehicle.  Watch 
for vehicle s turning  sudde nly at 
driveways and inte rs ections. 

 Beware of parked vehicle doors which 
may open unexpectedly, loose gravel, 
and rough pavement. 

 When the road is wet, braking is slowed; 
and the road can be slippery. 

 When cros sing angled railroad tracks 
ride slowly and turn as close to a right 
angle as pos sible to avoid having your 
wheels “catch” in the tracks. 

 Be aware of pedestrians and skaters that 
may pop out from between parked 
vehicles. 

 At intersections, be prepared for 
vehicles turning acros s your path. 
o If in doub t, m e rg e into the m otor 
vehicle lane to trave l throug h the 
inte rs ection. 

 Ride in the middle of the lane in slow 
traffic. 
 

Equipment 
 Wear a helmet. 

o An ANSI approved b icycle he lm e t can 
protect you from  he ad injurie s and is 
re quired by law to b e worn by cyclists 
unde r the ag e of 16. 

 Use a pack or a rack. 
o Do not carry article s that preve nt you 
from  ke e ping  b oth hands on the handle 
b ars and having  full control of your 
b icycle. 

 Be visible! 
o We aring  b rig ht and re flective clothing  
is recom m e nded. 

o Riding  a b ike at nig ht re quire s caution 
b ecause it is difficult for a m otoris t to 
se e you.  P edals with re flectors, 
re flector tape, le g  lig hts, and spoke 
re flectors also he lp to incre as e a ride r’s 
visib ility.  You m ust also display a 
white lig ht visib le 500 fe e t to the front 
and a re flector visib le 600 fe e t to the 
re ar.  A red re ar lig ht is also 
recom m e nded. 

 Use a bell. 
o A b e ll will he lp to warn pe ople of your 
pre s e nce.  Sire ns or whistle s are 
prohib ited b ecause they m ay b e 
confused with e m e rg e ncy vehicle s. 

 Carry a lock. 
o Lock your b ike to a pe rm ane nt ob ject.  
Secure the fram e and both whe e ls if 
pos sib le. 

 Eng rave your drive r’s lice ns e num b e r, or 
that of anothe r re la te d pe rson, on your 
b ike fram e. 

 Ke e p a record of your b icycle m ake, 
m ode l and se rial num b e r. 

Traffic and Shoulder Info
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Get in the middle of the lane
at busy intersections
whenever you are moving at
the same speed as traffic.
Don't forget to signal when
moving to the center of the
lane.

Obey Traffic Signs,
Signals, and Laws
Bicyclists must obey the
rules of the road if they are
to be taken seriously by
motorists.  Be visible,
predictable and flow with the
traffic stream.

Never Ride Against
Traffic
Motorists are looking left for
traffic, not for cyclists on the
wrong side of the road.
Wrong way riding cyclists
are twice as likely to get in
an accident as those riding
with traffic.  It is against the
law to ride against traffic,
EVEN in a bike lane.
Use Hand Signals
Hand signals tell motorists
what you intend to do.
Signal as a matter of law, of
courtesy, and of self
protection.

Follow Lane Markings
Do not turn left from the right
lane.  Don't go straight in a
lane marked right turn only.

There Are Two Ways To
Make A Left Turn
1) Like an auto, signal, move
into the left lane (or left side
of lane) and turn left.
2) Like a pedestrian, ride
straight to the far side
crosswalk and walk your
bike accross.

Ride In The Middle Of
The Lane In Slow Traffic

Alb any is loca te d in the he art of the Willam e tte
Valley, 24 m ile s south of Sale m , the s ta te  capital,
and 40 m ile s north of Eug e ne , the sta te ’s s econd
larg e s t city.  With a population of 52,710, Alb any is
the sta te ’s 11th larg e s t city.  It is the larg e s t city in
Linn County and is the county s e a t.  It is also the
s econd larg e s t city in Be nton County.

History

Photo Creditt: Photography by Dee Brausch Photography 
- www.deebrauschphoto.net

The firs t s e ttle rs to sta ke a land claim  in the Alb any
are a we re Abne r Hackle m an and Hiram  Sm e e d in
1845.  It was s e ttle d by Hackle m an’s son Abraham ,
the Burkhart fam ily and othe rs. Thom as and Walte r
Montie th arrived in the are a thre e  ye ars la te r with
plans to e s ta b lish a town. With wate r powe r and
rive r transporta tion in m ind, the Monte ith’s
purchas e d Sm e e d’s land claim  and had a portion
ne ar the rive r surveyed for the town site . By 1866,
the town was e s ta b lished as a Willam e tte Rive r
shipping  ce nte r.  The city continued to g row as a
com m e rcial ce nte r in the valle y whe n the railroad
re ached Alb any in 1871.  By 1886, Alb any had
sidewalks de scrib e d a s in “g ood re pair” but paved
stre e ts did not arrive until 1918.  Exporting  g rain
from  surrounding  farm s sub s ta ntially b ols te red the
econom ic b as e .  In 1891, Alb any was furthe r
s tre ng the ned by the com ple tion of the b ridg e  linking
North Alb any and othe r ag ricultural are a s.
Cover photo: Albany Historic Carousel
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The central Willamette Valley is rich in histo ry.  Its c o vered
bridges, histo ric  barns, and o ld to wnships are all part o f a
fasc inating lo o k into  the life at the turn o f the century.  Rural ro ad s
still d o minate the area and are ideal fo r bicycling, taking yo u
thro ugh to wns that still have that small to wn charm such as Scio ,
Independence, and Bro wnsville.  Back ro ad s can lead yo u to  Buena
Vista where the ferry is still the o nly way to  c ro s s the Willamette
River.  Alo ngside the o ld is the new with busier ro ad s pro viding
sho ulders fo r bicyclists.  Wineries have sprung up thro ugho ut the
valley.  With their rural lo catio ns tucked into  the hills, they have
bec o me a po pular destinatio n fo r bicyclists.  And no  matter where
yo u are, yo u are no t far fro m a small to wn to  replenish yo ur
supplies and have that ice c ream yo u’ve been d reaming abo ut.

The central Willamette Valley

The central Willamette Valley also  has an ideal mixture o f flat and
hilly terrain.  Riders can easily map o ut day ro utes that will match
their fitness o r challenge their endurance.  Co mbine all this with
easy ac c es s fro m o utside the area with an Amtrak statio n centrally
lo c ated in Albany o r a majo r airpo rt o utside o f Eugene and yo u
will see that the central Willamette Valley is a bicycling paradise.
Enjo y yo ur ride, and we’ll see yo u o n the ro ad!
____________________________________________________

Fo r adjacent bicycle maps: No rth, refer to  the Po lk c o unty/Mario n
Co unty Bicycle Map; West, refer to  the Co rvallis Area Bikeways &
Bento n Co unty Bicycling guide; So uth, refer to  the Lane Co unty
Bicycle Map. Fo r o ther Orego n bike and pedestrian info rmatio n
please visit www.o rego n.go v/ODOT/HWY/BIKEPED/.

Willa m ette Bikewa y

Stra wb erry Cen tury
Covered Bridge T our

Bike Routes
!² Pub lic Water

T his m a p is in ten ded for gen era l route fin din g, a n d its a ccura cy is n ot guara n teed.  No
wa rra n ty is m a de or in ten ded as to the sa fety or fitn ess of a n y routes, streets, roa ds,
highwa ys, pa ths, b ike la n es, or b ikewa ys for b icycle tra vel shown  on  this m a p.  T he sta te,
coun ties, cities, a n d their officers a n d em ployees discla im  respon sib ility a n d sha ll n ot b e
a n swera b le or held accoun ta b le in  a n y m a n n er for loss, da m a ge, or in jury tha t m a y b e
suffered b y b icyclists who tra vel a lon g a n y highwa ys, roa ds, pa ths, b ike la n es, b ikewa ys,
or routes on  this m a p.

T his m ap wa s produced b y the GIS Departm en ts of Lin n  Coun ty
a n d the City of Alb a n y with fin a n cia l assista n ce from  the City of
Alb a n y.  We would a lso like to tha n k the Alb a n y Bicycle a n d
Pedestria n  Advisory Com m ission  a n d a ll the in dividua l volun teers
for their in put a n d expertise in  m a kin g this m a p possib le.
If you ha ve a n y question s or com m en ts con cern in g this m a p
con tact the Alb a n y Bicycle a n d Pedestria n  Advisory Com m ission .
If you would like to purcha se a ddition a l copies, con tact:
City of Alb a n y Parks a n d Recrea tion  Depa rtm en t
333 Broa da lb in  SW
Alb a n y, OR  97321
541-917-7500

_̂Historical Points of Interest
1.Jefferson  Woolen  M ill 13.In dia n  Coun cil T ree
2.Z CBJ Ha ll in  Historic Scio 14.Historic Brown sville
3.EE Wilson  Ga m e Farm 15.East Lin n  M useum
4.Old town  site of T a m pico Historic Barns
5.Historic Soap Creek School 16.Kern osky, 1922
6.Pea vy Arb oretum 17.Sa n dn er, 1854
7.Providen ce Pion eer Church 18.Hun tley, 1920
8.Goltra M en n on ite Church 19.Lefler, 1929
9.Old town  site of Orlea n s 20.Ben der, 1880's
10.Oa kville Com m un ity Church 21.Foltz, 1880's
11.Rockhill School 22.Bilyeu, 1852
12.Pin e Grove Com m un ity Church 23.Shelton , 1847

Resource Numbers:
Oregon  Sta te Police Em ergen cy
Lin n  Coun ty Sheriff’s Office
Roa d Con dition  In form a tion
Lin n  Coun ty Parks Dept
State Parks In form ation  Cen ter

(541) 967-2021
(800) 884-3911
(800) 977-6368
(541) 967-3917
(800) 551-6949

Gates

Covered Bridges
Win eries

!² Season a l Water


